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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application 10/680094 filed on October 8, 
2003. Claims 1-12 are pending in the application and have been examined by the 
examiner. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) mailed on December 8, 2003 was 
received and has been considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to because of lack of clarity and precision. Reference 
numeral 510, as specified in paragraph 0056 of the specification, is not shown in figure 
5 of the drawings. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
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and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

5. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important 
that the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the 
abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal 
phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be 
avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Lack of clarity 
and precision. 

In paragraph 0005 of the specification, "reduction time" should be changed to 
read "reproduction time". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Miyazaki(US Patent Application Publication 2002/0033889). 

Consider claim 1, Miyazaki teaches: 

An image processing apparatusfDigital camera", figures 1 and 2, paragraphs 
0047-0061) having a function of reproducing automatically a still imagefimage", 
paragraph 049) and a part of a moving image("movie", paragraph 0049) at every 
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predetermined reproduction time(The image and movie data are played using the digital 
camera(paragraph 0053). The images and movie are played back at predetermined 
reproduction times Tp1, Tm, and Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback 
time Ts as shown in figure 5, paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a 
moving image is played, as set by the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, 
figure 7) in order to correspond with the music, paragraph 0078-0079.), said apparatus 
comprising: 

reproducing means(The user can input settings through a multi-function switch. 
One of these settings is the playback(i.e. reproduction) time for each movie(i.e. moving 
image), paragraph 0058.) for reproducing the remaining part of the moving 
image(Although the movie playback time-adjusting section(230) sets moving image 
playback time to correspond with the music, the user can change the playback time to 
play the entire portion of the movie, paragraph 0072. See figure 15, steps 420-440, 
paragraphs 01 10-01 12, the user can override the set movie playback time.) when 
reproduction of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is 
being reproduced(The new settings for movie playback time set by the user in step 430, 
figure 15, will take effect when reproduction of the moving image is instructed while the 
part of the moving image is being reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of 
the entire moving image as set by the user, paragraphs 0110-0115). 

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
the function subjects to a still image("image") and a moving imagefmovie") in a storage 
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medium(The image data(i.e. still image and moving image data) is stored in the data 
storing section(30) which could be "non-volatile memory, a volatile memory, or a 
memory card of a digital camera", paragraph 0051 ). 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
the function subjects to a still image and a moving image in a group(The images are 
stored in memory(i.e. one group) or transferred from a personal computer(another 
group), paragraph 0069). 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatusfdigital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 2 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatusfdigital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 3 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatusfdigital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 



Consider claim 5, Miyazaki teaches: 
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An image processing method(paragraphs 0047-0115) comprising the steps of: 
reproducing automatically a still image("image", paragraph 049) and a part of a 
moving image("movie", paragraph 0049) at every predetermined reproduction time(The 
image and movie data are played using the digital camera(paragraph 0053). The 
images and movie are played back at predetermined reproduction times Tp1, Tm, and 
Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback time Ts as shown in figure 5, 
paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a moving image is played, as set by 
the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, figure 7) in order to correspond with the 
music, paragraph 0078-0079.); and 

reproducing also the remaining part of the moving image(Although the movie 
playback time-adjusting section(230) sets moving image playback time to correspond 
with the music, the user can change the playback time to play the entire portion of the 
movie, paragraph 0072. See figure 15, steps 420-440, paragraphs 01 10-01 12, the user 
can override the set movie playback time.) when reproduction of the moving image is 
instructed while the part of the moving image is being reproduced(The new settings for 
movie playback time set by the user in step 430, figure 15, will take effect when 
reproduction of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is 
being reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of the entire moving image as 
set by the user, paragraphs 0110-0115). . 



Consider claim 6, Miyazaki teaches: 
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A recording medium recording a program(An MPEG file that would play the still 
image and moving image presentation is stored in memory, paragraph 0115. The 
memory(i.e. recording medium) could be "non-volatile memory, a volatile memory, or a 
memory card of a digital camera", paragraph 0051 .) for executing an image processing 
method, said image processing method comprising the steps of: 

reproducing automatically a still imagefimage", paragraph 049) and a part of a 
moving image("movie M , paragraph 0049) at every predetermined reproduction time(The 
image and movie data are played using the digital camera(paragraph 0053). The 
images and movie are played back at predetermined reproduction times Tp1 , Tm, and 
Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback time Ts as shown in figure 5, 
paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a moving image is played, as set by 
the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, figure 7) in order to correspond with the 
music, paragraph 0078-0079.); and 

reproducing also the remaining part of the moving image(Although the movie 
playback time-adjusting section(230) sets moving image playback time to correspond 
with the music, the user can change the playback time to play the entire portion of the 
movie, paragraph 0072. See figure 1 5, steps 420-440, paragraphs 01 10-01 12, the user 
can override the set movie playback time.) when reproduction of the moving image is 
instructed while the part of the moving image is being reproduced(The new settings for 
movie playback time set by the user in step 430, figure 1 5, will take effect when 
reproduction of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is 
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being reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of the entire moving image as 
set by the user, paragraphs 01 10-01 15). 

Consider claim 7, Miyazaki teaches: 

An image processing apparatusfDigital camera", figures 1 and 2, paragraphs 
0047-0061) having a function of reproducing automatically a still image("image", 
paragraph 049) and a part of a moving imagefmovie", paragraph 0049) at every 
predetermined reproduction time(The image and movie data are played using the digital 
camera(paragraph 0053). The images and movie are played back at predetermined 
reproduction times Tp1, Tm, and Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback 
time Ts as shown in figure 5, paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a 
moving image is played, as set by the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, 
figure 7) in order to correspond with the music, paragraph 0078-0079.), said apparatus 
comprising: 

reproducing means(The user can input settings through a multi-function switch. 
One of these settings is the playback(i.e. reproduction) time for each movie(i.e. moving 
image), paragraph 0058.) for reproducing the moving image(Although the movie 
playback time-adjusting section(230) sets moving image playback time to correspond 
with the music, the user can change the playback time to play the entire portion of the 
movie, paragraph 0072. See figure 15, steps 420-440, paragraphs 0110-0112, the user 
can override the set movie playback time.) from an initial part thereof(Because the user 
can adjust the playback time, the user would have the ability to reproduce the moving 
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image from the beginning(i.e. the initial part).) when reproduction of the moving image is 
instructed while the part of the moving image is being reproduced(The new settings for 
movie playback time set by the user in step 430, figure 1 5, will take effect when 
reproduction of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is 
being reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of the entire moving image as 
set by the user, paragraphs 0110-0115). 

Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 7 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
the function subjects to a still image("image") and a moving imagefmovie") in a storage 
medium(The image data(i.e. still image and moving image data) is stored in the data 
storing section(30) which could be "non-volatile memory, a volatile memory, or a 
memory card of a digital camera", paragraph 0051 ). 

Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 7 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
the function subjects to a still image and a moving image in a group(The images are 
stored in memory(i.e. one group) or transferred from a personal computer(another 
group), paragraph 0069). 

Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 7 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatus("digital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 
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Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 8 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatus("digital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 

Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 9 above, Miyazaki further teaches that 
said image processing apparatus is an image pickup apparatusfdigital camera", 
paragraphs 0048-0050). 

Consider claim 1 1 , Miyazaki teaches: 

An image processing method(paragraphs 0047-0115) comprising the steps of: 
reproducing automatically a still image("image", paragraph 049) and a part of a 
moving image("movie", paragraph 0049) at every predetermined reproduction time(The 
image and movie data are played using the digital camera(paragraph 0053). The 
images and movie are played back at predetermined reproduction times Tp1 , Tm, and 
Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback time Ts as shown in figure 5, 
paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a moving image is played, as set by 
the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, figure 7) in order to correspond with the 
music, paragraph 0078-0079.); and 

reproducing the moving image(Although the movie playback time-adjusting 
section(230) sets moving image playback time to correspond with the music, the user 
can change the playback time to play the entire portion of the movie, paragraph 0072. 
See figure 15, steps 420-440, paragraphs 01 10-01 12, the user can override the set 
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movie playback time.) from an initial part thereof(Because the user can adjust the 
playback time, the user would have the ability to reproduce the moving image from the 
beginning(i.e. the initial part).) when reproduction of the moving image is instructed 
while the part of the moving image is being reproduced(The new settings for movie 
playback time set by the user in step 430, figure 15, will take effect when reproduction 
of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is being 
reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of the entire moving image as set. 
by the user, paragraphs 0110-0115). 

Consider claim 12, Miyazaki teaches: 

A recording medium recording a program(An MPEG file that would play the still 
image and moving image presentation is stored in memory, paragraph 01 15. The 
memory(i.e. recording medium) could be "non-volatile memory, a volatile memory, or a 
memory card of a digital camera", paragraph 0051 .) for executing an image processing 
method, said image processing method comprising the steps of: 

reproducing automatically a still image("image", paragraph 049) and a part of a 
moving imagefmovie", paragraph 0049) at every predetermined reproduction time(The 
image and movie data are played using the digital camera(paragraph 0053). The 
images and movie are played back at predetermined reproduction times Tp1 , Tm, and 
Tp2 in order to correspond with the music playback time Ts as shown in figure 5, 
paragraphs 0064-0066. Sometimes only a part of a moving image is played, as set by 
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the movie playback time-adjusting section(230, figure 7) in order to correspond with the 
music, paragraph 0078-0079.); and 

reproducing the moving image(Although the movie playback time-adjusting 
section(230) sets moving image playback time to correspond with the music, the user 
can change the playback time to play the entire portion of the movie, paragraph 0072. 
See figure 15, steps 420-440, paragraphs 0110-0112, the user can override the set 
movie playback time.) from an initial part thereof(Because the user can adjust the 
playback time, the user would have the ability to reproduce the moving image from the 
beginning(i.e. the initial part).) when reproduction of the moving image is instructed 
while the part of the moving image is being reproduced(The new settings for movie 
playback time set by the user in step 430, figure 15, will take effect when reproduction 
of the moving image is instructed while the part of the moving image is being 
reproduced, causing the playback(i.e. reproduction) of the entire moving image as set 
by the user, paragraphs 01 10-01 15). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert H. Cutler whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571)-272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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